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TIMELINE 
 

Thursday 26th August 
 BOT Meetingð7pm 
 

Monday 30th August  
 Zone Cross Country  
 

Tuesday 7th September 
 Winter Exchange 
 

Wednesday 22nd Sept 
 Parent Teacher Interviewsð

school finishes at 12.30pm 
 (Booking Information to come 

in Week 8 Newsletter) 
 

Thursday 23rd Sept 
 School finishes at 3pm 
  Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

Friday 24th Sept 
  Last Day of Term 3ðschool   

finishes at 3pm 

 

  Friends of Remuera Primary 

TAKE HOMES 
 

- Summer Soccer Notice 

NOTICE 
Touch Rugby Teams are now 
fullðall registrations received 
from now on will be waitlisted 

Personalized Learning through Differentiation 

We cannot teach students well if we do not know them well. At its heart, personalized learning 
requires profound shifts in our thinking about education and schooling.   People differ. Thank 
goodness they do. How boring the world would be if we were all the same, predictable in our 
progression through life. Much of the progress of humankind has come because of the restless-
ness of people who have stepped beyond the predictable mold. The differences among us have 
provided the spice and variety upon which modern society depends. 
 
As educators we are confronted on a daily basis with a cacophony of difference. Yesterday's lit-
tle, dutiful Harry is today's sprawling, sloppy Harold. The noisy kid over there used to be a quiet 
cherub. The shy, intense girl over here used to be fascinated with science but today seems fasci-
nated with nothing at all. The distracted, tough-talking kid in the corner used to be a bouncy little 
boy endlessly looking for attention. Hormones cause sprouting of all sorts, the sprouts changing 
not only how an adolescent looks, but also how that adolescent perceives himself or herself. 
Such student behavior is common in classrooms, but how do we encourage these students to 
become active learners? 
 
One of the greatest challenges facing schools today is learning how to meet the diverse needs of 
students in our classrooms. Fortunately for our kids, education is moving away from the one-size 
Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ΧΧ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǘƎǳƴ Ǝǳƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ 
the aim covers a wide area, but not everyone gets hit. There is even significant research that 
claims, treating all children the same actually does them a disservice. Children are unique, and 
they need to be seen as individuals if they are to be pushed at levels commensurate with their 
current abilities.  
 
Our teachers, at RPS recognise that every child who comes into the classroom has special skills 
and talents that make him or her unique. It is this uniqueness that makes our profession so chal-
lenging and exciting. However, in preparing units of work our teachers are now looking more 
carefully at the range of abilities and how these will influence the degree to which they differen-
tiate and personalise the curriculum. Fortunately the graduated nature of our National Curricu-
lum supports our teachers in their efforts to individualize and differentiate their programmes.  
What we call differentiation is not a recipe for teaching. It is not an instructional strategy. It is 
not what a teacher does when he or she has time. It is a way of thinking about teaching and 
learning. It is a philosophy. As such, it is based on a set of beliefs:  
 

Students who are the same age differ in their readiness to learn, their interests, style 
of learning, their experiences, and their life circumstances. 

The differences in students are significant enough to make a major impact on what 
students need to learn, the pace at which they need to learn it, and the support they 
need from teachers and others to learn it well. 

Students will learn best when supportive adults push them slightly beyond where 
they can work without assistance. 

Students will learn best when they can make a connection between the curriculum 
and their interests and life experiences. 

Students will learn best when learning opportunities are natural. 
 

We have found that students are more effective learners when classrooms and schools create a 
sense of community in which students feel significant and respected. We believe the central job 
of our school is to maximize the learning capacity of each student. Standard-issue students are 
rare, and educational approaches that ignore academic diversity in favor of standardization are 
likely to be counterproductive in reaching the full range of learners.  

Assembly ñFriday 20th August 2010  
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Room 1  

Room 1 have been learning how to describe things using inter-
esting words. We all wrote clues about an animal. We made 
sure that we included information about what the animal looks 
like, what it eats, where it lives and any special body parts.  
Then we created our animal around the clues using paper, scis-
sors and glue. We have our animals hanging in our room, so 

WATCH OUT if you visit us! Some of them have sharp teeth! 

¢ǊŀǾŜƭǿƛǎŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊŜŜ ŀǘ wŜƳǳŜǊŀ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
For the past three weeks those children who have walked, taken the bus or cycled to school have been adding items to the WalkersΩ 
Tree in the RPS foyer. There has been a flurry of activity each morning as children have recorded their names and placed their flow-
ers, apples and leaves onto the branches. There has been a noticeable reduction in traffic around the school over the three week pe-
ǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘΦ Lƴ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎȅƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΣ prizes 

will be given to those children whose names are drawn from the gathered items. 
Well done to those children who made an effort to walk, cycle or bus to school. 

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

The RPS Travelwise Team 
Katy Silver & Mark Hassall 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
Southern Motorway Closed 
The Southbound lanes of the Southern Motorway (SH1) will be closed for a maximum of 36 hours from 5pm Saturday September 4 between Gillies Ave 
and Greenlane.  

Year 5 Crimson Team 2010 
 

This is a very talented, dedicated team of netballers.  They have trained so very hard in rain and shine.  They have had a great season 
and this was rewarded in their championship round where they came 3rd.   
We would like to thank Kirsty Power for managing the team every Thursday night and supplying oranges for half time.  We appreciate 
the time you have taken to help out our team.  The photo is our end of netball celebration  - breakfast at Robert Harris.   I have en-
joyed coaching this team and look forward to seeing them all play in 2011.    

Jayne Settle-Smith  
 

I like playing netball because I have so much fun being part of a team and going to the games to play and have fun.   My best memory 
was my first game, I was very excited and nervous at the same time.    Bianca White 
 
Netball is awesome. We have good practices and I love playing with my friends every Thursday night. I also loved the oranges!  - Ella 
Power  
 
 I enjoyed netball because it was great fun to go out and see my friends and play a  good game of netball. - Bella Grey 
 
 I like netball because it is fun. We always ate all the oranges and the parents screamed our names out loud! - Juliet  
Jennison 
 
I enjoyed netball because I had fun and it was exciting and I learnt new skills. - Binudi  Senanayake 
 
 I had lots of fun with my team, learning new skills and just having fun.  I hope I can play with some of them 
next year.  Go Team Crimson - Daniela White 
 
I liked the games that were very close.  - Dimithri Gallage 
 
I liked the games when we had to play extra well as it was so challenging. ς Svethlana Gallage 

 Year 4 Speech Finals  
On Tuesday 24th August the Year 4 Speech Finals were held.  All participants did 
a superb job making judging difficult.  Congratulations to the following students 
who placed in the competition. 
 
1st Place Jazzelle Rowell  Junk Food 
2nd Place Benjamin Hart  Lies 
3rd Place Nathaniel Dunwell Dreams 

 

 
Staff News 
Bernadette Hamlin who has been on extended leave since October 2009 will not be returning to Remuera Primary.   Bernadette has 
worked at RPS since 2001 initially as a classroom teacher and most recently as an Associate Principal.  We wish her all the best for the 
future. 
 
Congratulations to Julia Palmer who got engaged on Sunday 22nd August to Dr Michael Anderson. 



DISCO 2010  


